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Annual Club Barbecue 
 

As a reminder, annual club barbecue is scheduled to replace our 
September meeting, Saturday, September 21st, at the home of Paul 
and Nancy Reck. So, clear your schedules and mark your calendars! 

Details to be announced. These things are a bit hard to organize, so 
please remember to respond in a timely manner when the emails are 
sent out asking you to indicate what you’re brining to share. 

 

 

 

 
  

USS Susquehanna Kit Released 
The Japanese wooden model kit manufacturer Woody Joe recently released their new 1/120-
scale wooden model of the U.S.S. Susquehanna, one of the “black ships” that was part of 
Commodore Perry’s mission to open trade with Japan. Commonly referred to as a kurofune by 
the Japanese, or “black ship”.  

This is not an inexpensive kit at 43,000 yen. That amounts to just over $400. It is, however, a 
unique subject. This is a plank-on-bulkhead kit that measures just under 34” long when 
complete. 

 

NEXT MEETING: Saturday, August 17 
9:30am aboard the Eureka 

 



 

The easiest source for this kit is the Japanese online hobby shop, https://zootoyz.jp 

Those who order the kit during the month of August will receive a tamiya motor box, which this 
kit is designed to accept, allowing you to motorize the paddlewheels, though it’s not designed for 
water operation. 

 

 



 

 

Of course, anyone buying the kit will have to deal with instructions that are written in Japanese. 
However, Woody Joe instructions are primarily illustrated instructions, with only a small amount 
of text in Japanese. An experienced ship modeler should be able to follow along. Those who 
have more trouble can simply download the Google Translate app on their iPhone or Android 
device. 

 

NRG Conference in October 
As a reminder, the annual Nautical Research Guild conference is being held at the New Bedford 
Whaling Museum in Massachussetts, October 24-26, 2019.  This year’s “Thursday Tours” will 
include the Naval Warfare College Museum and the Herreshoff Marine Museum.  

For more details, visit: https://www.thenrg.org/nrg-2019-conference.php 

 

New MSW Project Available: HMS Winchelsea 
Chuck Passaro, ship modeler and owner/operator of Syren Model Ship Company, has decided 
to change his operations model somewhat, and will no longer be developing new kits. He will be 



continuing to focus on producing blocks, rigging line, and his existing kits, but has decided to 
change course for future developments. 

In keeping with the new changes, he has teamed up with Model Ship World to make a new 
online project available to NRG/MSW members. The project, which he has been developing over 
the course of several years, is the 32-gun British frigate Winchelsea, 1764. 

 

 

Interested builders will need to be a member of Model Ship World, but there is no cost to join 
MSW. As am MSW member, you can then pay a $15 fee, and you will receive details on 
accessing and downloading the drawings and monograph.  

Payment is made through the NRG website here: https://www.thenrg.org/plans-and-
projects.php#!/HMS-Winchelsea-Plan-Access-MSW/p/146083138/category=13294033 

Or just go to https://www.thenrg.org and click on the Plans & Projects tab, and then the HMS 
Winchelsea Plan Access button. 

The project is designed as a plank-on-bulkhead model for first-time scratch builders. 

 

 

 

 

 



July Meeting Notes 

The July meeting took place on Saturday July 20th at 9:30am aboard the Eureka.  
 
It was a nice gathering with a couple guests, courtesy of John Kennaugh.  
 
We discussed the annual barbecue, which on the 3rd Saturday in September in lieu of our regular 
meeting date. Start time is expected to be 1pm. 
 
Member Jerry Bellows reminded us that he has 5 passes for members interested in the annual 
Veteran’s Day Cruise aboard the U.S.S. Potomac. He’d like to use them to make sure that as 
many members as possible are able to take advantage of the free passes. 
 
 
Paul Reck brought in his finished model of the Flower-class Corvette, HMCS Snowberry. These 
ships were a Canadian design, first built in 1939. By the end of World War II, over 300 had been 
built. 
 

 
 
Paul’s model is based on a Revell plastic model kit in 1/144 scale. He found the kit to be 
extremely well detailed, with over 500 parts. One complaint that Paul had about the kit was that 
the kit showed paint color labels, but these were not defined in the kit. 
 



 
 
Apparently, these color labels match a series of Revell branded paints that are sold in Germany. 
So, Paul found that he had to do his own color matching using the artwork provided in the kit. 
 
 
 
John Kennaugh made a rare appearance at the meeting with his grandson and son-in-law. 
They brought with them a pair of simple canoe toys that John made for his grandson, as well as 
a model of the Tahiti Ketch that John had attempted to sail down the coast in his younger days. 
 

 
 
While he survived the trip, the original boat did not. However, he’s managed to recreate it in a 
nice model he brought to the meeting. 



 
 

 



Leo Kane has pretty well finished his 1/64-scale model of the US Frigate Essex that he built as 
a true plank-on-frame admiralty style model. While it’s too big to transport to the meeting, we 
may have to make a trip to his home sometime soon to go see the model in person. 
 
He brought with him, a ship’s boat and an anchor that he made for the model, just to prove he 
really is working on the big Essex model that we haven’t seen in a very long time. 
 

 
 
 

 
 



Clare Hess updated the group on the progress on his Edo period canal boat, called a Tenma-
zukuri chabune. The boat is based on a painting found in an old guide used by the Japanese tax 
collectors to help them identify the many different boat types found on the rivers and canals of 
the Shōgun’s capital city of Edo. From the painting, line drawings were made, with the model 
based on those drawings. 
 

 
 
The 1/20-scale model represents a 21 foot boat of this type, which was used for selling food and 
refreshments on the river that passed through the city, and sometime was used to offload cargo 
from larger boats.  
 
The model is near completion, with some nail detailing yet to be completed, and deck boards to 
be added. Also, some copper coverings will be added to beam ends, nail mortise covers, and so 
on.  
 

 



 
Clare also brought a model of a Hozu River tour boat he started that follows up on a diorama he 
made recently of a Hozu River boat running the rapids. This is a 1/40-scale model of a wooden 
tour boat, of which only one still exists today, the rest being all made of fiberglass (FRP). Boats 
like this have been used for centuries to carry goods down from the mountains to the old 
Japanese capitol of Kyōto. 
 
 
Tom Shea brought in “The Model Kit that wasn’t”. What was supposed to be a model kit of the 
motorboat from the movie Jaws was being sold on Ebay. Tom saw it and thought it would be a 
neat model kit to build, so he ordered it. 
 
What he received wasn’t a model kit at all, but a complete model of something that sort of looks 
like the Orca, the boat that was in the movie! 
 

 
 
 
It’s not clear yet what Tom is going to do with his newly acquired treasure, but we’re sure looking 
forward to finding out. 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 

Did I miss anything? Let me know at catopower@mac.com. 
 

Next meeting is Saturday, August 17th 
9:30 am Aboard the Eureka 

 
Please bring your projects to share and discuss!  

 
Visit our blog site at http://www.hspms.org 

 
 

Visit us on Facebook at http://www.facebook.com/hydestreetpiermodelshipwrights 
 
 

 



 
 

 
HSPSM Members Get 10% Off Any Purchase 

 

THE NAUTICAL RESEARCH GUILD 
"ADVANCING SHIP MODELING THROUGH RESEARCH" 

Annual membership includes our world-renowned quarterly magazine, Nautical Research Journal, which 
features photographs and articles on ship model building, naval architecture, merchant and naval ship construc-
tion, maritime trade, nautical and maritime history, nautical archaeology and maritime art.

Other benefits include discounts on annual conferences, ship modeling seminars, NRG products and juried 
model competitions which are offered exclusively to Guild members. We hope you will consider joining our 
ongoing celebration of model ships and maritime history. 

For more information contact us at: www.thenrg.org or call 585 968 8111


